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Synthetic biology is an emerging fi eld of science and 
technology that focuses on designing and creating 
novel biological systems. Though it promises to 
devise solutions for pressing energy, public health 
and environmental issues, synthetic biology also gives 
rise to a number of challenges, including potential 
environmental and socio-economic risks. That said, 
public awareness of synthetic biology remains low.

Synthetic Biology

International in scope, SYNENERGENE is designed 
to be a highly interactive project that is fl exible 
enough to accommodate the dynamics of an 
emergent fi eld, allow citizens to get involved and 
off er manifold opportunities for other initiatives 
and organisations to cooperate with SYNENERGENE.

“We aim to involve citizens and 
a wide variety of stakeholders 
at an early stage in the process 
and to stimulate discussions 
between them.“

Amongst other things, the initiative  will organise
more than 100 events and run several open 
forums, including a Business Forum, a Civil Society 
Forum, a Media Forum, a Policy Forum and a  
Science Forum. These will be open to represen-
tatives of the respective stakeholder groups and 
experts in these areas. 

About SYNENERGENE

SYNENERGENE is a dialogue and agenda-setting 
project dealing with Responsible Research and Inno-
vation (RRI) in synthetic biology. Funded by the Euro-
pean Union it encompasses more than 25 European 
and international partners. The project aims to in-
volve citizens and a broad variety of stakeholders in 
the social shaping of the fi eld, foster an open dialogue 
about the fi eld’s potential benefi ts and risks, and 
explore what responsible governance of synthetic 
biology might entail. 

Involving more than 25 European and international 
institutions and networks, SYNENERGENE is due to 
run until the Summer 2017. It has been awarded 
€ 4 million by the European Commission (EC) to foster 
public, expert and stakeholder discourse and mutual 
learning on synthetic biology, as well as to collabo-
ratively generate three agendas – a Participation 
Agenda, a Policy Agenda, and a Research Agenda. The 
initiative will contribute to the EC’s “Science in Society” 
activities within the new framework of Responsible 
Research and Innovation (RRI). 

Within this framework, the idea is for a wide variety of 
social groups, stakeholders and citizens to collaborate 
throughout all stages of research and innovation with 
a view to better aligning science and technology with 
the values, needs and expectations of society.
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